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MAY 2021 MESSENGER 
A Message from our Pastor ... 

John 15:5-8 
5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from 
me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches 
are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become* my dis-
ciples. 
Beloved, 
 
 As we enjoy the Spring season and warmer weather, I take this time to remind you to remain in the love 
of Jesus. Scripture tells us Jesus is the true vine. We will know how life giving we are and how disconnected we 
are by the fruits we bear. God’s love is freely offered and Jesus calls us into community where we are stronger 
together.  
 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower”, a reminder that God is creator and garden keeper. 
We often approach this text needing to know if we get to hold the pruning scissors ready to not just cut out those 
things in our lives that need to be cut out, but also quick to judge and cut out people in our lives. When we feel 
slighted, we cut people out. When we feel judged, we cut people out. When our work feels undermined, we cut 
people out. When we feel people don’t see it our way, we cut people out. We are quicker to cut out than we are 
to build up.  
 Brothers and sisters, we are not given the pruning scissors. We don’t cut people out of the body of Christ. 
We are called to build each other up. We are called to abide in God’s love and therefore be connected to Jesus 
and further to be connected to those Jesus is connected to. We can’t choose to be a part of Jesus and not like 
another branch that is growing out of the same vine.  
 Friends, in an effort to work together toward building up this body of Christ here at the Commack United 
Methodist Church, I invite you to prayerfully consider joining us for our next 40 day prayer challenge. My hope is 
to kick off the next appointment year beginning, July 1, 2021 with 40 days of prayer. Monday through Saturday as 
we did during our 40 day Lenten journey. We will Draw the Circle and focus our prayers on the Commack UMC, 
the ministries we engage in together, our programming, our Christian education, our mission and outreach, our 
finances, and our overall relationships with one another. Because friends, without Jesus we can do nothing. Let 
us covenant to grow together in word, prayer, and action so that we may continue to abide in Jesus and Jesus 
may abide in us. 
 
Prayerfully in Christ, 
Pastor Roslyn 
 

https://www.cokesbury.com/Draw-the-Circle-2?refq=draw%20the%20circle


Prayer 
There is real wisdom, Lord in the adage 
“It is always springtime in the heart that loves God” 
Springtime is a season of hope and optimism, 
And the Christian lives a faith centered on hope. 
We live a resurrection life, 
reflected in the new life springing up around us.  
Thank you Lord, for the hope that you bring, 
 the renewal that you bring,  
Both to this world and to our hearts and lives. 
Amen 

1st   Tricia Nehlsen Green 

1st   Sophiel Lee 

3rd   Debbie Stellmann 

7th   Mary Frey 

11th  Sam D’Amato 

12th  Virginia Freilicher (daughter) 

13th  Phyllis D’Amato 

15th  Marge Wright 

19th  Charles Offiah (son) 

22nd  Harriet Neuberth 

23rd  John P. Kessler 

25th  Judy Titolo 

27th  Beth Theofield 

 Tracey Donovan 

 Johnny Reddo 

 Tom Colavito 



A Little Humor submitted by Matilda... 

United Methodist Women (UMW) 
 The next meeting will be held Thursday, May 13, 2021 at 7:30 in 
the parlor. 
Karen Mallgraf will present the program “Caring for Each Other in  
Community.” 
 UMW and Lydia Circle are presently caring for our community by 
donating needed groceries and hygiene products to the Sharing Table in 
Commack. 

Deb Stellmann is our hostess for the evening. 

Lydia Circle 
 

 The Circle will not be meeting this month. 



A Little inspiration  submitted by Ginny... 

Register for the next Confirmation Class 

 

Confirmation is a time our students of  middle school and high school ages learn and explore their 

faith, United Methodist church traditions and build community with their confirmation class and 

the larger church. Our hope is that they find and develop a deep relationship with God as our Cre-

ator, Redeemer and Sustainer. This will be a time where they will confess their faith in community 

and join the church as members.  

 

I ask that you and your child prayerfully consider whether you are ready for confirmation. Confir-

mation is intended to be educational and fun, however it is also a great commitment. Classes will 

be a hybrid of  in person and virtual sessions as we continue to navigate the challenges of  the pan-

demic. Confirmation classes will be every other week at a time and date decided together with par-

ents and students. This is a two year commitment. Please feel free to reach out to Pastor Roslyn 

with any questions or concerns about confirmation.    

 

Please be sure to share your intentions to begin the Confirmation Journey by Sunday, July 11, 

2021. You can email Pastor Roslyn at pastor@commack-umc.org or call the church office at 631-

499-7310.  

 

Peace and Grace, 

Pastor Roslyn Lee 

A Little Humor submitted by Matilda... 

mailto:pastor@commack-umc.org


 

The Yard Sale Is Back!! 



Fair Workshop 
 
  The crafters meet every 
Saturday from 10-12, prepar-
ing items for the Harvest Fair. 
We  hope to continue until the 
fall. 
 

The group meets in room 
10 of the Education Building. 
New-comers are welcome to 
attend  in our newly organized 
workroom…with or without 
some great ideas.  

Knit, Crochet & Looming 
 

We welcome one and all to this 
lively group of needle workers. We 
meet on the third Saturday of the 
month from 1-3 pm. Free yarn is 
available for creating warm mittens, 
hats and scarves for the Mitten  
Ministry. The next meeting is May 
15th.  If you prefer to work at home,  
and need yarn, please speak to 
Kathy Muller. We do not serve re-
freshments. 

All groups wear masks and maintain social distancing. 



Every year we at the Commack United Methodist Church offer an Easter Party on the 

Saturday  before Easter. This event is a time of fellowship and fun for our families just as 

much as it is an  outreach event open to the community. With Covid many of our activities 

and events have had to be modified.  

Through the creative cooperation of the North Shore Cooperative Parishes of Suffolk 

County, we were able to offer a fun alternative. The Easter Scavenger Hunt invited par-

ticipants of all ages to visit 5 of the 8 participating United Methodist Churches in con-

nection to learn a fun fact about the church and to answer biblical trivia questions using 

only the bible and hymnal. Of course we offered life lines: "phone a friend" and "ask the 

pastor". It was a great time of learning and fun for hosting churches as well as participat-

ing 'Easter Hunters.' Times may not be normal but when God's people come together 

there are new ways to teach, learn and build 

Shout out to Penny and Tom White for all their work with this! Thank you to Matilda 

Gollatz and Tim Sampson for hanging out and greeting! And a special Thank you to the 

Easter Bunny who hung out to greet our visitors! And also for visiting some of our Sun-

day School children and families! What a treat! Thank you to all who supported this 

Easter Scavenger Hunt in donations, prayers and service.   

Continued on next page 



Did you know that the Commack United Methodist church has the oldest 

Methodist Chapel still in use? The chapel was built it 1789! 

 

Did you know that Confirmands could write in the wall of the bell tower at the  

St. Paul's United Methodist Church?  

 

Did you know that the Union United Methodist Church has mattresses specifically for 

rolling out hundreds of pumpkins for their Fall Pumpkin Patch?  

 

Did you know that the Centerport United Methodist Church's sanctuary  

was a school gymnasium before it was a sanctuary? 

 

Did you know that at the Smithtown United Methodist Church, you could find  

sculptures of Moses holding the 10 commandments in the back of the sanctuary?  

 

Did you know that at the West Hills United Methodist Church, there are  

Halloween decorations in every room?  

 

Did you know that at the Cold Spring Harbor Huntington United Methodist Church, 

there is a labyrinth outside? 

 

Did you know that the Dix Hills United Methodist Church was built to be a  

rehab center first while worship services were held in the parsonage garage?  
 

Here are some cool things we learned together!  



On behalf of the Sunday School children, we express our sincere 

thanks to Judy Titolo and John Titolo.  
 

From the planning, recording of the pretzel video with clear directions and sig-

nificance to the Lenten Season to the delivery of the pretzel kits... Commack 

UMC's Pretzel Sunday tradition continued this year! Here are some pictures 

of our Sunday School Children with their pretzels. Thank you again! 




